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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE

THE EXHIBITIONS

LESSON PLAN FOR YOUR VISIT
Introduction in Classroom: Karakia, 
expectations, orientation to learning: 
15 minutes
Here are our inquiry questions:
• What different kinds of ways to make art are 

there? Which ways do we like best and why?
• What ideas and messages are communicated 

in Shane Cotton and Michael Tuffery’s 
artworks?

• How can culture be expressed using art 
techniques?

• How can we express our connection to place 
using art techniques?

Workshop in Creative Classroom (tailored to 
each group): 45 minutes
Together we will:
• Look more closely at Shane Cotton’s painting 

‘River Diamond Blue’.

• Look more closely at Michael Tuffery’s 
woodcut print ‘Searching for Water in Te 
Whanganui-a-tara’.

• Use relief printmaking techniques to create 
our own artwork, expressing our connection 
to Te Awa Kairangi (or another natural 
landmark of significance in the geographical 
area of your kura).

Gallery Visit: 25 minutes
Students will navigate and move around the 
exhibition, completing a scavenger hunt activity 
as they go.
Finish practical component of workshop 
session- 20 minutes

During this education visit, we will visit two 
exhibitions. The first of these is ‘From Here 
to Now’ which traces Shane Cotton’s artistic 
journey from his roots and formative years 
spent in Upper Hutt in the 1970s, to today. 
Shane Cotton is a prominent New Zealand 
artist renowned for his captivating contributions 
to contemporary art. It is also in celebration 
of Whirinaki Whare Taonga’s 21st birthday, 
honouring one of Upper Hutt’s most renowned 
artists with a collection of artworks spanning 
his illustrious career.
Additionally, 21 Artists is a celebration of the 
diversity, creativity and unique perspectives 
of 21 Upper Hutt artists. Featuring a broad 

spectrum of mediums reflecting artistic depth 
and individual viewpoints, this exhibition puts a 
spotlight on the wealth of talent in Upper Hutt. 
Students will observe how art can be created 
in many different ways and in a variety of 
mediums as they shape their own opinions of 
artworks.
Well-known Upper Hutt artist Michael Tuffery 
is featured in this exhibition.
These exhibitions include:
• A collection of artworks by Shane Cott
• A collection of artworks from 21 different 

Upper Hutt artists, in a variety of mediums

Whirinaki Whare Taonga is Upper Hutt’s own art and culture hub. We are committed to 
offering FREE engaging and accessible visual and performing art experiences for local 
students and have a range of exciting world class programmes.
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CURRICULUM LINKS

Levels 1 &2
• Share ideas about why their own and others’ 

works are made and their purpose, value and 
context.

• Explore a variety of materials and tools and 
discover elements and selected prinicipals.

• Investigate visual ideas in response to a 
variety of motivations, observation and 
imagination.

• Share the ideas, feelings and stories 
communicated by their own and others’ 
objects and images.

Level 3 & 4
• Investigate the purpose of images from 

present cultures and identify the contexts in 
which they are made and valued.

• Explore some art-making conventions, 
applying knowledge of elements and 
selected principles through the use of 
materials and processes.

• Develop visual ideas, in response to a variety 
of motivations, observation and imagination, 
supported by the study of artists’ works.

• Describe the ideas their own and others’ 
images communicate (Level 3).

• Explore ways in which meanings can be 
communicated and interpreted in their own 
and others’ works (Level 4).

From The Arts 2007 Curriculum (visual arts)

ACTIVITIES FOR BEFORE & AFTER  
YOUR VISIT
Venn Diagram Comparing Two Artists
Give students a venn diagram template. On 
one side write Shane Cotton and on the other 
write Michael Tuffery. Using what they learn at 
the education visit and what else they can find 
out by looking at more of these artists’ works, 
write similarities and differences between the 
two artists. They could also do this with other 
artists of your choice.

Kaitiaki of the River
In response to the environmental messages in 
Cotton’s and Tuffery’s artworks, have students 
brainstorm ways they can be guardians of the 
river. They could even put these into action as 
a class (for xample, a rubbish clean up by the 
river).

Write Your Pepeha
Have students write their pepeha and publish it 
to accompany their printmaking artwork of Te 
Awa Kairangi. Their pepeha will further show 
their sense of place.

Inquire Further into the Artists
You could do some further research into Shane 
Cotton and Michael Tuffery. You could write 
biographies about them to understand more 
about what motivates their art, investigate their 
artworks, find other artists who engage with 
themes of the environment, sustainability and 
cultural expression through art.

Explore Cultural Patterns and Motifs- 
Tivaevae, Tukutuku, Taniko, Kōwhaiwhai, koru.
Find examples of cultural patterns from the 
pacific. Investigate what they mean. Give 
students graph paper to help guide their 
sketching. Introduce the concepts of symmetry 
and repeating patterns.
We will be creating relief prints in the 
creative workshop. You might like to look into 
printmaking further back at school. Here are 
some simple ideas to try:
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Monoprinting with Natural Textures
Materials: Large sheets of paper, acrylic paints, 
brushes, various natural materials (leaves, 
textured fabric, etc.).
Activity: Apply paint to a smooth surface (like 
a plastic sheet or tray) and then press various 
natural materials onto the paint to create 
textures. Children can then place paper over 
the painted surface and press down to transfer 
the texture, creating unique monoprints. This 
activity mimics the textural quality of Cotton’s 
artwork.

Stencil Printing
Materials: Cardboard or plastic sheets (for 
stencils), acrylic paints, brushes or sponges, 
paper.
Activity: Create stencils with patterns or 
symbols inspired by Shane Cotton’s art. Older 
children can create their own stencils. Children 
can then use these stencils to apply paint to 
paper or fabric, experimenting with layering 
and color combinations to create vibrant prints.
Like our artist models, you could make art with 
elements of nature and recycled materials. 
Here are some ideas to try:

Environmental Art Projects
Materials: Natural materials (leaves, sticks, 
stones), paper, glue, markers.
Activity: Take a nature walk to collect natural 
materials. Back in the classroom, students 
can use these materials to create artworks 
that reflect environmental themes, such as 
protecting nature or celebrating its beauty, 
inspired by Tuffery’s focus on environmental 
issues.

Recycled Art
Materials: Small recycled items (bottle caps, old 
toys, buttons), glue, paint, canvas or cardboard.
Activity: Create art using small, recycled items 
inspired by Tuffery’s focus on environmental 
issues. Arrange and glue the items onto a 
canvas or cardboard, then paint over or around 
them to create a cohesive and colorful piece 
of art. Show students one of Tuffery’s most 
famous artworks Pisupo Lua Afe, created from 
hundreds of flattened corned beef tins.
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Storytelling Through Art
Materials: Paper, markers, colored pencils, 
recycled materials.
Activity: Create a visual story or narrative 
using a combination of drawing and collage 
techniques. Use recycled materials to add 
texture and depth to the story, similar to how 
Tuffery uses diverse elements to tell stories 
through his art.
Since students will have seen many different 
mediums for creating art in the 21 Artists 
exhibition, it could be worthwhile afterwards 
to create an artwork of their awa in a different 
medium than the printmaking we did in the 
session. In this way, they can see how the 
chosen medium changes the mood of the 
artwork. Here are some suggestions for how 
you could do this:
Abstract Landscape Painting
Create abstract paintings of landscapes and 
geographical features. Encourage students 
to use bold colours and shapes, focusing on 
conveying mood and emotion rather than 
realistic details, echoing the abstract elements 
in Cotton’s work.

River Landscape Paintings
Materials: Watercolor or acrylic paints, brushes, 
paper, masking tape.
Activity: Paint a river landscape. Use masking 
tape to create the horizon line and then paint 
the river, sky, and surrounding landscape. 
Encourage students to experiment with 
different techniques to depict water, such as 
blending colors for reflections and ripples.

Perspective River Art
Focus on perspective when creating a drawing 
or painting of the river. Draw a horizontal line 
across the paper and place a dot in the centre 
to be the vanishing point. Teach students to 
have their river become less wide as it heads 
towards the vanishing point. Things on the 
riverbank which are further away will be 
smaller and less detailed than those which are 
in the foreground.

River Collages
Materials: Construction paper, magazine 
cutouts, tissue paper, glue, scissors.
Activity: Create a collage of a river scene using 
various paper materials. Cut out shapes and 
colors to represent the river, plants, animals, 
and other elements found along a river. This 
activity helps students explore texture and 
composition.
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River Dioramas and Models
Materials: Shoeboxes, paint, small figurines, 
clay, natural materials (sticks, leaves), glue.
Activity: Build a diorama of a river ecosystem. 
Paint the interior of a shoebox to depict a river 
scene and use natural materials and figurines 
to add details like trees, animals, and water 
features.

River Rock Painting
Materials: Smooth stones or pebbles, acrylic 
paints, brushes.
Activity: Paint river rocks with designs inspired 
by river themes, such as fish, plants, or 
abstract water patterns. Use these decorated 
rocks as garden ornaments or gifts. Be sure 
to use these sparingly as taking too many has 
negative effects on the environment.

Underwater River Scene Art
Materials: Transparent plastic sheets, markers, 
watercolor paints, brushes.
Activity: Create an underwater scene on 
transparent plastic sheets to represent life 
under the surface of a river. Draw and paint 
aquatic plants and animals, using layering to 
simulate depth.

Recycled River Art
Materials: Recycled materials (bottle caps, 
cardboard, plastic bottles), glue, paint.
Activity: Use recycled materials to create an art 
piece inspired by rivers. Build a 3D model of a 
river scene. For example, use bottle caps for 
rocks, cardboard for land, and plastic bottles 
for river features.

Zentangle River Art
Use sharpie and zentangle patterns to convey 
connection to your awa, maunga or another 
geographical feature near you.

Modeling Clay River Landscape
Not all the art in the 21 Artists exhibition is 2D, 
so you may like to explore ceramics or clay 
using the subject matter of the river.
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LITERARY RESOURCES
Title: Puddle Play (poem card on TKI- shared 
text)
Year: 1
Links to education visit: personal connection to 
water

Title: Slooshy Sloshy 
(poem card on TKI- 
shared text)
Year: 1
Links to education 
visit: personal 
connection to water

Title: Kākahu Pekepeke
Year: 3
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art, geographical features as 
taonga, bodies of water as inspiration for art.

Title: Rua and Te Manu
Year: 3
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art (whakairo- carving)

Title: Patterns in Wood
Year: 3
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art
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Title: My Brother Benjamin and the Eels
Year: 3
Links to education visit: personal connection to 
the river

Title: Tukutuku
Year: 3 and 4
Links to education visit: tukutuku panels, 
expressing culture through art

Title: Samoan Siapo Patterns
Year: 4
Links to education visit: expressing Samoan 
culture through art

Title: Awa
Year: 4
Links to education visit: Te Awa Kairangi, our 
river as a special place

Title: Queen of the River
Year: 4
Links to education visit: Te Awa Kairangi, our 
river as a special place, Māori culture and the 
importance of the awa.

Title: Four Eeling Tales
Year: 4
Links to education visit: Connection to the river 
in Māori culture

Title: Life on the River
Year: 4
Links to education visit: Te Awa Kairangi, our 
river as a special place, cultural importance of 
rivers
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Title: The Kōrero of the Waka
Year: 4
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art, art techniques

Title: My Tūrangawaewae
Year: 4
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art, art processes, printmaking 
techniques.

Title: Dances of Samoa
Year: 4
Links to education visit: expressing Samoan 
culture through the arts

Title: When I was Young by the River
Year: 4
Links to education visit: cultural importance of 
the river

Title: The Tame Eels of Anatoki
Year: 4
Links to education visit: connection to the river
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Title: Estuaries
Year: 4
Links to education visit: importance of 
geographical features, connection to bodies of 
water

Title: Taniwha
Year: 4
Links to education visit: the importance of 
rivers in Māori culture, being kaitiaki of the river

Title: Tatau
Year: 
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art, Samoan art

Title: From Corned Beef to Captain Cook: The 
Art of Michael Tuffery
Year: 5
Links to education visit: Michael Tuffery, 
Samoan art

Title: Tivaevae
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing Cook 
Islands culture through art
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Title: Painting the Town
Year: 5
Links to education visit: artists’ motivations, 
inspirations and processes for creating art

Title: Puppet Making in Cambodia
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art

Title: A Vanishing Art
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art, Samoan art

Title: Wood Carving
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art

Title: Earth Paints
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art
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Title: The Art of Aute
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art, Māori art, pacific art, tapa 
designs.

Title: Hands Up for Henna
Year: 5
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art

Title: For the Ancestors: One Woman’s Malu
Year: 6
Links to education visit: expressing culture 
through art, Samoan art.

Title: River Swimming
Year: 6
Links to education visit: personal connection to 
the river
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Title: Kura Huna: Talking to the River
Year: 6
Links to education visit: the importance of the 
river/ the environment.

Title: Kaitiakitanga
Year: 6
Links to education visit: caring for the natural 
world, te ao Māori.

Title: The Kaukalaikiki Girl
Year: 6
Links to education visit: expressing Samoan 
culture through art

Title: Testing the Waters
Year: 6
Links to education visit: the importance of the river/ the environment
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Title: Kura Huna: The Art of Reweti Arapere
Year: 6
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art

Title: On the Trail of a Taniwha
Year: 7
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through art

Title: Polynesian Dance Festival
Year: 7
Links to education visit: expressing Samoan 
culture through the arts

Title: Fly Me Up
Year: 6
Links to education visit: expressing culture through the arts
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Title: Man and the Sea
Year: 7
Links to education visit: expressing Samoan 
culture through art

Title: Estuary Health Check
Year: 7
Links to education visit: importance of bodies 
of water, connection to bodies of water

Title: The Art of Taiaha
Year: 8
Links to education visit: expressing Māori 
culture through the arts

Title: John Pule: Artist of the Pacific
Year: 8
Links to education visit: expressing Pacific 
culture through art
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WHIRINAKI WHARE TAONGA
836 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt · 04 527 2168
Open 7 days a week, 9am – 4pm · whirinakiarts.org.nz
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PLANNING A VISIT
Getting here
Public Transport: with buses and trains 
stopping at Upper Hutt Station, Whirinaki 
Whare Taonga is just a five minute walk down 
the road.
Bringing your own bus or cars: car parking 
and bus drop off points are right behind 
Expressions in the carpark near H2O Xtream 
swimming pool.

During Your Visit
Lunch & morning tea: 
We have an indoor space to enjoy morning 
and afternoon tea should the weather require 
(subject to availability)
School bags & jackets: 
Yes you can bring your school bags and jackets 
as we have a space for them while you visit.
For further information or to book a visit 
please contact
Charlotte Smith 
Learning Programmes Specialist 
Whirinaki Whare Taonga 
04 527 2168 
charlotte.smith@whirinakiarts.org.nz 
www.whirinakiarts.org.nz
Charlotte is also available throughout the year 
to visit your school and discuss the exhibition 
programme and the opportunities for your 
students. Please contact her to make a time  
to visit you.


